





November 16, 1956 


Public Records office 

Chaneery Lane - 

Wy Gs 2.2 ° 

London, England 

‘Gentlemen: — 

You have been kind enough to cooperate with me on 
furnishing certain information in the past and I 

have a question which I believe you can answer readily. 


I have reference to a letter from William Wood to the 
Lorde of Trade supposedly dated June 21, 1735 at 
Whitehall, enclosing a proposal for improving the 
commerce of the plantations by proper issues of paper 
money and coins. The reference to your records is 
"Board of Trade, Plantations General No. 10 N 31." 


William Wood, apparently, died in 1730 and I would 
_ Like to confirm what the date of this letter is, 
Would you be kind enough to answer this inquiry. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


BPN/atd 
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Vortr Reference...n.ousssnnutrnnninnsnn PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, 


P.R.O.. Reference roecsreicsrrrnconenrnnesnes CHANCERY LANE, w.c.z. 


All letters to be addressed to 
sa aapnyse tary re Telephone: Holborn 0741, 0742. 


23 November 1956 


Dear Sir, 


Thank you for your letter of November 16. The document 
which you quote [and to which the modern reference is 
C.0.323/10 £.132] has been examined, and the date is quite 
clearly written "Whitehall, June 21, 1738". The document 
(and its enclosure) is also endorsed “Letter from Mr. Wood 
to the board, dated 21 June 1738" and Rect June 21st Read 
June 22, 1738". 


Yours faithfully, 
¢ KC, we N- 


for Secretary. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
Messrs. Edison Brothers Stores Inc., 
4.00 Washington Avenue, 
ST, LOUIS 2, Mo., 
U.S.A. 


EXT/IN. 





 Maroh 255 1957 


Warvard University Library 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


“Attention: Mies Carolyn ©. Jakeman 
pererecs i3 Library : 


Gentlemen : 


I am looking for a pamphlet printed in Ireland and 
without author designated entitled "A Defense of 

the Gonduet of the People of Ireland in their Unani- 
moug Refusal of Mr. Wood's Copper Money”, Dublin, 172k. 
At one time this was ettributed te Jonathan Swift Duty 
' lecally, I can find ne edition of his works containing 
it. Would you be kind enough to see if you have either 
aA copy of the original in your library or a very carly 
copy of Swift's Works which might contain it. the 
reagon it is tied in to Jonathan Swift is because the 
Drapier's letters were vrltten by him during the same 
‘period: and on the same subjette 


“Thank you for your customary courtesies. 


- Sdncerely yours, 


ERTC Py NEWMAN 











LIBRARY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE , MASSACHUSETTS 
THE HOUGHTON LIBRARY 


March 29, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Negative photestats of the pamphlet 
noted below will cost approximately $7.50. 
A micrefilm will cest $1.00. In addition 
to the prices quoted above there is a small 
mailing charge. 


Sincerely yours, 


1 - i) 
| ; \ > ES 
a ais, Paget C OB at ti Brita 


Carolyn EB, Jakeman 


The Defense of the Conduct of the People 
of Ireland in Their Unanimous Refusal of 
Mr. Wood's Copper Money. Dublin 1724 
(16418, 4*) 


CEY/ jj 





“April 3, 1957 


Harvard Univorsity Library 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Attention; Mies Carolyn ee sékeuih 
The Houghton Library 


‘Gentlemen: 


I will very much. ippeeeiats it ic you will 
order a microfilm of "The Defense of the 
Conduct of the People of Ireland in Their 
Unanimous refueel of Mrs Wood's Copper } money" 
Dublin, 172k (16416 litt) « : 


I would also appreciate it-if you would send. 
me a microfilm of the frontispiece of "Life — 
of khitefield*", ee by Hodge & Sisko 
New York, 177hs 


T sincerely appreciate your pronpt gooperation 
with respeet bo my requests as ae heave nae ’ 
very neneeee ‘to mes ic 


Sincerely yours, _ 


2 


sare Fe mania 


i ui/ atb 





LIBRARY OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE , MASSACHUSETTS 
THE HOUGHTON LIBRARY 


May 8, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edisen Brethers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave, 

St. Levis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


A micrefilm is being made for you of 
The defense of the conduct of the people of 
Ireland in their unanimous refusal of Mr. 
Wood's Copper Money. Dublin 1724 





I regret that the library does not 
have a copy of the Life of George Whitefield 
with the engraving of Whitefield by Elisha 
Gallandet published by Hodge & Shoker, 
New York 1774, 


Sincerely yours, 


Cir ae ig ; 
) i 


aie 
Carelyn E, Jakeman 





American Antiquarian Society 


WorcesTERQ, Massacuusetts, U.S.A. 
Clifford K. Shipton, Director 


June 9, 1960 


Mr. Erie P.Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am sorry about the illegible 
film; I am enclosing a copy of the 
paragraph in question with the missing 
word supplied. 


Very truly yours, 


CA 
CKS wf 


JCS 








September 23, 1960 


Mr. Robert A. Viack 
39 Donna Street 
Jordan Acres 

West Peabody, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Vilacks 


In talking to Mr. Albert Baldwin when I was in London, 
he indicated he was helping you with your Woods ree 
search. I told him how sincerely you were devoting 
your time to it and that his help would be most appree 
ciated. 


I found a 1733 Rosa Americana George, II two pence 
in the Ashmolean Museum collection at Oxford. It 
was heavily worn but of normal copper. It was not 
at all brassie like the British Museum specimens 
and Boyd specimens which may well be restrikes. It 
weighs 268.2 grains and has a diameter of 33 milli- 
meterse 


I presume you received the item I sent you before I 
left on my vacation. 


I am now settling down to work on the book on une 
official copper coinage of America and look forward 
to hearing from you at your convenience, 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNedv 








Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/Johnson City, N. Y. 13790/Tel. 607 729-6141 


November 5, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Ave. 
P.O. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 63178 
Dear Eric: 
I am enclosing an item for your inspection, Is the enclosed 1723 
Hibernia farthing struck in silver a genuine piece? We bought it as 
such during our recent trip to England. 
A check for $5.00 is enclosed for your time, trouble and postage. 
With best personal regards, I remain 
Sincérely yours, 
} 
Q. David Bowers 


QDB:eh 


Members: Professional Numismatists Guild, I.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 


Novenber 16, 1964 


Mr. Robert A. Viack 
39 Denna Street 
West Peabody, Maes. 01962 


Dear Bob: 


I peecived permission fron Dave Bowers to send 
you the Woods farthing in silver which you identify as 
1.ka(1)-K8e(1i). Please return the coin directly to hin. 


fhe piece weighs 67-3/h grains. its specific 
gravity is about 10.3. Since it is & common variety in copper 
and unknown in silver thet certainly weighs heavily azainst 
its being genuine. 


I eall your particular attention to the dark areas 
around the lettering which are very mottled and not normal 
as they appear to be burned on rather than the result of 
natural oxidation and corrosion. There are definite spaces 
where the silver shows through around the lumps constituting 
these dark portions which can be readily seen on magnification. 


I algo eall your attention to the two double 
scratches below the bust. These scratches were, in my opinion, 
in the coin from thich this oiece was cast. If that had happened 
to this piece they would not be dark in some areas and not in 
ethers. The artificial oxidation was put over the scratches. 

The seratches do not seem normal at all. 


My own Woods farthing weighs 7h grains, which is 
102 above the weight of the piece under reviev. 


The piece under review is @lso not worn normally 
either on the obverse or the reverse as the weakness on the 
head of the obverse is die deterioration as is the weakness in 
the center of the reverse. A silver specimen would certainly 
net be struck after the die had been so substantially worn. 

It is also ridiculous to have the beading so heavily worn on 
the obverse and the adjacent lettering so little worn. 


You will also note that there is a flat filing on 
the edge adjacent to the IU of GECRGIUS. This is probably 
where the port was to let the metal into the mold and could not 





ae 
oy, 


“7° BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 28, 1971 


Mr. william Anton 
P.0.Box 135 
Lodi, New Jersey 076k) 


Dear Bill: 


The fascinating pressing of the 1723 Hibernia harp left 
reverse and the 1724 Hibernia harp left reverse has given us 
more food for thought than can te digested at several sittings. 
Nelther of these designs is known up to now with such dates. 


The pressing is in lead, 32 mm.in diameter, specific 
gravity 12.5, 2 mm. in thickness. The diameter of the border 
beading is 27 mm. which matches the 1722 pieces. The seated 
figure and harp seem to be from the same punch as used on 
the dies for the 1722 normal pieces. The letter and number 
punches seem to be from the same punches used on the dies 
for the 1722-2) normal pieces. The head is under the space 
between E and R which are wider apart on the 1723 than on the 
1724. Stops are before and after HIBERNIA and one follows the 
date. The stop near H is at mid-height of the letters and the 
others are near the base line. 


I have no reason to believe that the piece was struck 
from other than genuine pattern dies. The Hocking list of dies 
in the Tower collection does not list them. These were always 
privately owned dies and should not be expected to be in the 
Tower collection. In addition, as is well known, the Woods 
pieces were struck elsewhere. 


The use of the harp left dies for 1722 only and the — 
changeover to harp right dies in 1722 and thereafter did not 
stop the preparation of other patterns for voods ccinace in 
1723 and 1724 as Nelson shows. It therefore is legical that 
pattern dies were produced even though the design was not adopted 
for 1723 or 1724. Patterns of Woods Irish coinase are known 
in silver, copper and bell metal and were made when dated. 
A trial striking in lead would ordinarily be uniface, in our 
Opinion. A lead striking with two dies would be most abnormal. 
We also find that the lead impression of two reverses is very 
bright in some areas. It would be darker if made in the eighteenth 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION - 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


“ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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Mrs William Anton 


century. Naturally the use of the die dated 1724 shows that 
the 1723 die was used after ite date had passed so it was not 

a trial striking. The lead planehet on which the piece was 
giaeek was the size of the die to begin with. 4&4 trial would 
usually not be on so small a blank. It spread radially under 
great pressure, probably being squeezed on a screw press or . 
médal oress rather than by a sudden strike. The edge beading 
on the die has spread to the outer edge of the pressing, thus 
indicating slow steady movement under pressure. 


The lead impression therefore seems not to be of the 
game period as the dies. It should be checked by nondestructive 
analysis to see whether the lead is too pure or has adulterants 
which could tell of its age. It could be 50 to 100 years old, 
‘however, and still be as bright as it is. 


I have thought through various methods of forging this 
piece. An elestro could be tazxen of the regular 1722 harp 
left issue and another of the regular 1723 issue. These could 

be backed with metal and then the legend and/or date of the 
1723 or 172k cut out and inserted in the 1722 piece. A die 
would then be made by transfers from this combination and the 
joint polished smooth. This would require delicate work of 
superb quality and I do not believe that 1t would have been 
undertaken by the most devilish. If it had been done then 
it would have been much more effective to make an obverse die 
and strike a 1723 or 172k harp left. coin. Since that was 
apparently not done, I do not believe either reverse die is a 
forgery. Logic joins the evidence in this regard. 


I believe genuine dies were located somewhere and being 
unused and in perfect shape they were impressed on the lead planchet 
for some one pane on COR. in coins’. “ouldn't we like to find those 
dies. i 


| The lead pressing is returned herewith. We would like photo- 
| graphs when taken. It should be puniiohed after nondestructive 
analysis has been reviewed. 


- We thank you for showing it to us and it is a pleasure to 
| wor lc on such an interesting project. 


oe 


| Magerety yourss 


BPN : , ‘$ 4 
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“2 SELECT BU ROLLS 

CENTS 1960D small 2.50 | 1944P ..... 32.50 | 1949D ..... 90.00 
1934P ..... 49,50. | 1966-67 .....1.10=| 1946P. .:... 13.50 | 1950D ..... 33.50 
1934D ..... 185.00 | 1968-69 ....  .95 | 1946D ..... ise a 8 ence 30.00 
TS PE eS 26.00) 1970-71 sien: 2 R5|: “1946S: . 2... 24.00 | 1951D ..... 35.00 
ess ts. 67.50 1947P ..... S100 | 1958D 6.4. 23.50 
1936P n=. 20.00 NICKELS 1947)... S7- bel I0SGP oa 47.50 
1936D ..... 21.00 | 1938D ..... 115.00 | 1947S ..... St o0. | TO58D) x: 19.75 
POSTE a3 19.50 | 1938S ..... 127.50 | 1947S$ ..... 25.00 | 1954PD ... 16.25 
1937D-s52..: 18.50 | 1940P ..... 15.00 | j048P ..... 42.00 | 1954S ..... 25.00 
(DoT ere 20.00 | 1940D ..... 19.50 | 1948D ..... 34.00 | I1955P ..... 25.00 
O8ED ee 33.50 | 1940S ..... 42.50 | 1948S ..... 36.00 | 1955D ..... 95.00 
1OS0P me  . « 13.75 | 1941P ..... 15.00 | 1949D ..... 85.00 | 1956PD 16.00 
1939D ..... 69.50 | 1942T-1 31.50 | 19495 ..... 435.00 | 1957PD 15.50 
1939S... 16.75 | 1943P ..... 32.50 | 1950P ..... 60.00 | 1958P ..... 35.00 
1940P ..... 9.50 | 1943D ..... 67.50 | 1950D ..... 95.00 | 1958D ..... 15.50 
ete... 12.50 | 1943S ..... 30.00 | 1950S ..... 197.50 | 1959P ..... 16.50 
41S... : 37.50 | 1944P ..... 39.50 | 1951P ..... 35.00 | 1959D ..... 16.00 
1942D ..... 6.25 | 1945P ..... 99.00 | 1951D ..... 25.00 | 1960PD 15.50 
1942S ..... 84.00 | 1945D ..... 39.50 | 1952P ..... 18.00 | 1961PD 15.50 
1943P ..... 6.00 | 1945S ..... 27.50 | 1952D ..... 26.00 | 1962PD 15.00 
1944PD 4.00 | 1946P ..... 6,00 | 1959S ..... 54.00 | 1963PD 14.50 
1944S ..... 6.50 | 1946D ..... 23.50 | 1953P ..... 19.50 | 1964PD 15.50 
1945PD 7.00 | 1946S ..... 24.50 | 1953D ..... 11.50 | 1965-67 13.00 
194595... 6.25 | 1947P ..... 6.00 | 1953S oo... 17.50 | 1968PD ... 13.50 
IM6P .. . 3 3.25 | 1947D ..... 16.50 | 1954PD ... 9.00 | 1969PD ... 12.50 
1946D ..... 4.25 | 1947S ..... 19.50 | 1954S ..... 17.95 | 1970PD 11.50 
Le ene 5.00 | 1948D ..... 37.50 | 1955P ..... 32.50 | 1971P ..... 12.00 
1947P...... 12.50 | 1948S ..... 29.00 | 1955D ..... 19,00: 4 397ID 5.5% 11.00 
1647D 6... 5: 5.25 | 1948P ..... GOO). 1955S:...32: 14.00 
1907S... 18.00 | 1949P ..... 13.50 | 1956PD ... 9.25 HALVES 
1948P ..... 8.50 19498: oer. 49.00 1657? <2 8.50 11255) Saaremaa 97.50 
U5 eae 8.00 LOSOP Scheer 47.50 1957) =. 19.50 LOGS Par ereverst 120.00 
10405.-... 25.00 T9SOD- «ca: 325.00 1958P <. 13.50 1950D ares 155.00 
ISSN? =: 8.95 ISSUED! . sacs. 32.50 1959PD ... 8.25 CVA DIS Ase 30.00 
1950D ..... 3.50 TOOES (25 oa 70.00 1960PD ... 7.95 TON iee ais 145.00 
1950S... ... 10.50 1953P 2... 4.50 1961PD ... 7.75 LOS SID) Rens oe 28.50 
| 16.00 MEP AD Delete 44.00 1962PD ... 7.50 TRS | etn 36.50 
19531) =... 250 1952S See 14.50 1963PD ... 7.95 LOSS Pcs 112.50 
enige 16.00 LoS eee 7.00 19644PD ... 7.75 TOGOES views 47.50 
1 11.50 | 1954D ..... 3.50 | 1965-67 .... 6.75 | 1958P ..... 35.00 
1952) |... 959 | 1954S ..... 4.75 | 1968PD ‘|. 675 | 1958D ..... 18.50 
1952S ..... 12.50 Be) oe or 27.50 1969PD ... . 6.25 LOGO Dea aate« 26.00 
1953)... 2.50 Lo eee 4.00 1970PD ... 5.95 EQOUEE + Sisiuis.3 22.00 
1964D a 2.75 | 1956PD ... 3.75 | 1971PD ... 565 | 1961PD ... 21.00 
1O54P 1100" 12° T9STPD |... -- 4.00 4 Sameer 20.00 
peor ete oa 4.50 LOGRP —. sic 7.50 QUARTERS TOGRED oss 20 a 17.00 
1955D ..... 150 | 1958D ..... 3.25 | 1942P ..... 37.50 | 1963PD ... 14.50 
1955S... 10.50 | 1959P ..... 4.00 | 1943P -..... 65.00 | 1964PD ... 15.50 
1956P |. 405. | 1960-64 <2. 290° | togap (2° seen | 196R coon: 14.00 
1956D 11. 1.10 | 1965-67 .... 285 | jogsp °°"°’ Sq 99 | 1966-69 .... 12.50 

PCR sae ORO tae WS7IP Ds: | 1095 

1957P ..... 1.45: | -sonpp aap | 194OD esters 65.00 
1 ard Doe men 1.10 ees ; 1946520 89.50 DOLLARS 
1958P ..... 1.35 DIMES 19S oS ates 44.00 1878 7/8 .. 235.00 
IOBOD Secs Bie 4,00. BOZO... 67.50 | 1947S ...... 79.50 | Common 
1959-65" <.... 95 UGA S Pace 32.50 EOAS Rares 29.50 Morgan .. 75.00 
1960P small 105.00 NO VA a Pee 32.50 AAG ses csarets 237.50 Eisenhower.. 24.50 


Top quality rolls at a fair price and the only quality to invest in. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Prices include postage & Ins. Please add 75c¢ on orders under $50. Choice BU rolls wanted, 
paying highest prices. ; 


: WALT LAUB 


1532 Broadway 303-244-9005 Denver, Colo. 80202 
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Authenticated by: 


NEVER BEFORE OFFERED!! 


Ist, Wm. T. Anton, Jr. 


2nd, Eric P. Newman 


3rd, Walter Breen 


Unknown to exist since 1723, we offer for sale for the very 


first time publicly, the hitherto unknown die trial in lead of two 
reverse pattern dies of the 1723 and 1724 harp left Hibernia or 
Wood's halfpenny. Page 21 of the Red Book pictures the 1722 harp 


left type. No literature or books ever written on the subject of Irish 


coinage or Colonial Coins since 1723 mention the existence of 1723 


and 1724 harp left dies. Nevertheless not only were dies made but 


may still exist somewhere, although not in the Tower Mint Collection, 


according to Mr. Newman. Coin grades extremely fine. Three letters 


of authentication by three leading men in this numismatic field accom- 


pany coin. 


Price upon application. 


Copyrighted photograph of above unique coin for one dollar 


upon application. 


* 


WOODCLIFF INVESTMENT CORP. 


P. O. Box 135 


NOVEMBER, 1971 


Wm. Anton, Jr., Pres. 
ANA ~~ ANS 


Phone 201-391-9595 


Lodi, New Jersey 07644 


1685 


——— 


aa 


Ps a 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOC TE EY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 31, 1972 


Mr. Robert A. Viack 
LaPerie Avenue 
Plaistow, New Hampshire 03865 


Dear Bob, 


Many thanks for the photo and the die work you did 
on the Woods pressing. You have been of great help. I wish we 
could give you credit, personally, but await your permission, 
& revised opinion is enclosed and contains additional thoughts 
which, no doubt, you realized. 


The left end of the base has been tooled slightly 
on the artificial dies. The end comes to an even point on the 
1723 but on the 1724 it is flat on top. The serife on the EF 
of the genuine piece sweep up and down while on the artificial 
dies they are level. The 1722 coin might heve closed in somewhat 
at E before the striking of the coin which was copied, with the 
die being strengthened by recutting during the original striking. 
Perhaps the artificial die was strengthened after preparation. 


It was great to see you and hear from you. 
Other open matters will be taken up shortly. 
Kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 


( 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPM 
atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS | 





Septenber 13, 1971 


Dr. Stanley Sherr. 

College of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey at Newark 
109 Bergen Street 

Newark, Neds O7193 


Dear Dr, Sherr: 


I had not acknowledged receipt of your : geeaibatdind 
letter of August 5, 1971 with respect to the lead pressing. 
I think it is very essential that you send me an additional 
picture, giving more of the detail. ‘The photograph which you 
sent gives me some new things to think about and I look forward — 
to the enlargement which you indicate will be forthcoming one 
cf these days. 


I am still worried about the dies being made up 
by piecing parts of electros from genuine coins, the center 
design being from one coin and the legend and edge denticles 
being from another. 


Sincerely Yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EBUCATION SOCIETY 


_ BPN/atb 





September 13, 1971 


i em enclosing the only picture I have of a pressing 
OE 


. lead and 1/Gth tin. You 
indicated the last time we talked that you would try tc see if 


there was an identification possible of the Legends. ‘the word 





- “HIBERNTA" on each face seems identical in lettex positioning. 
, MOUs you check that out, ; 


| it deak maid Gis oldes, 5 ean ae ee 

_ @lecteos, one of a 1724 requler reverse, one of the 1723 regquiar 
veverse, and cut out the center. I woulé then make electros of 

the 1722 harp left type and cut off the legand end edge, 1 would 
join these together and smooth off the joint in the field. Let's 
ee ee 


Would you return this pietare to me when you have 
Completed waite AE Wut feel run Sabeyhotograph st Af you wish. 


the coins T have of yours will be returned shortly. 
My Kindest personal regards. 
Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
-BDUCATION SOCIETY 


Robert A. Vlack 


““NUMISMATIST”’ 


LAPERLE AVENUE 
PLAISTOW, NEW HAMPSHIRE O3865 
TEL. No. (603) 382-6030 


PER 
AMERICAN COLONIALS, STATE COINAGE, EARLY WASHINGTON, CANADIAN TOKENS, EARLY ENGLISH COP 





janume, 22, 1972 


line Faic /. Weuman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 


5k, Louis 5, llissounrt 


ear (2LC, 


Seeinn vou Last /uesday inapined me to do something about the Wood's 
niece, 20 1 took my specimens out of the bank and got busy. shia is whrak | 
got out of muy Atul» 


iy opinion ia what 1 had originally thought, 4 is a (722, the nevense 

known as B.2n', a copy of wrich is enclosed. Loth of tre reverses, tre 1723 and 
(724 were made from the 1722 nevenrse, every Letter, number, position of stops 
and distances between stons are identical to the 1722, trere is no question in 
my mind about this. You are night that tre denticals have been provided, i doubd 
if these are original and besides, tein nositions do nod match tre (722. the 
eight atring harp and position of the hand relative to tre strings are also the 
sane. ‘ly conclusion is tris is an utter fabrication fron tre wond YW. Une Last 
poink, the denticals are different on tre 1722'4 as compared to the empires oe 
Ung the 1722'4 they are eitenr round on oval, whereas these are saquarisi in most 
case, ant fiyy ae, does not exist on the 1722'4. You may keep this 

Hala of mine, it is a dunlicaze. 


I have enclosed three oddball dates of the (nrglish Counterfeit series, a (777, 
(785, and 1794. the one which impresses me moat is the 1785. You can return 

hese at your convenience, but a bit sooner than before 1 hope. 

Last, i Wi Léd/, L hope you nemenber to send me the Continental Lurnrency 
note of lay 10, 1775, 20 Uollans, the pretty ono note. but whatever price you 
would Like to have for tris and 1 shall Look forward to seeing iA. ‘iy only 
request is trat it be a complete note and somewrat decent. 





Une more iten of ote befone 1 forget. ily Yeorgia, 1777 (No Kesodution Uate/ 
(7 Uollar note is signed by YUN b. UKE, who signed tre 1776 Yenies, but 
not mentioned for the (777. 

Uther than all this, it was delinhif{ul seeing you and 1 rope to hear from you 
neal soon. UWN' FUEL 1H€ JPY Mbte (20 Vollara/. Very os 


yg? vow ni 


Se oa 





Face 
blim Artin Gv 
Mov (eos 











Sided tia Ges (eth 
eyerpt leet Moureral ob fadky 


Bil date heed pvrry . 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 31, 1972 


Myr. William F, Anton, JE. 
42 Main &t., (?.0.Box 135) 
Lodi, New Jersey 07644 


Dear Bill: 


We find that we must smend our opinion dated April 28, 1971 cés 
the dies to strike the Woods Harp left 1723 and 1724 reverse combinat iM 


ie 

We had asked others to check vertous die varieties of the tog 

to see if any corresponded to those used on the lead piece and aow we 
we feel is convincing evidence. 


Other than the last figure of the date and the circumferent 
beth the 1723 die and the 1724 die have identical legend, date, stop | 
design positions. Two dies could not be made in 1722-4 so identics 
vidual hand punched letters, mubers, stops and central design were. use 
them. it also follows that the dies used for the lead piece could | Lave 
from one common source. That source has been located and appeare té@ 
Harp left Woods piece which other than the last figure of the date 4 
ie also identical to the juxtaposition of the elemente in the teed I piece reverses. 
Ie is also identical in the harp stringe, the position of the fiz 
the distances between the letters, the stops, the date, etc. ther is ahi 
varieties of the genuine 1722 Harp left reverses, as you know, and 
matching one required time. ' 


We then examined many 1723 and 1724 Harp right reverses an@ find that the 
3 has a flat top, the 4 has a riser on the right end of the crosg bar 
of the 4 is thicker than theother elements, and the horizontal bage ¢ 
thin. The 3 on the lead piece is round on top, the 4 has no rie@Er an< 
elements uniform in thickness particularly the horizontal base. 
mumeral of each of the lead reverses unlike the nuserals actual oy he 
and 1724 genuine dies. oa, 


The beading on the 1722, 1723 and 1724 normal Woods p ° @ 
inner ends aimed at the center and well executed. It is not blunt 
beading on the lead reverses. The beading on the lead revers< * 


Accordingly, our revised opinion, based upon the new fi -ts, is that the 
dies for the lead reverses are artificial, having been made ffgp a gemsine 1722 
reverse, then having sn alteration made in the last mmeral of the date and 
Sananhy, beving Hew heading pynehas cute the sie, Which of pmeny 4 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 






} an 


January 31, 1972 
Mr, Willian Fe haiti: “— aOR 


methods was used for transferring the reverse of the 1722 coin to the artificial 
dies can only be a guess, The artificial dies may only have been of copper or 
plastic and not of stecil, 


We originally stated that the lead pressing was not contemporaneous 
with the Woods issue, Since we then had no specific evidence that the dies were 
mot original, we did not condem the dies, Now thet we have such proof, we 
believe that the. entire piece and ite dies are « product of deyilment. 


A copy of this revised opinion is being. gent to Dr, Dhste, whe Oued 
or owns the piece and who aleo wrote us about it, 


Very truly yours, 





cc: . 
Oe, Stanley Sherr 
College of Medicine 


: 100 Bergen St. 
Newark, New Jersey 07103 


be. 
Mss, penee A. Vlack 


A NON _PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION. 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION _ ie 
| OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


DISSERTATIONS 
by Thomas Paine 
Page h7 of the 1838 reprint: 


It was the issuing base coin, and establishing it 
as a tender, that was one of the principal means of finally 
overthrowing the power of the Stuart family in Ireland, 
The article is worth reciting as it bears such a resemblance 
to the progress practised on paper money. 


'Brass and copper of the basest kind, old cannon, 
broken bells, household utensils were assiduously collected; 
and from every pound weight of such vile materials, valued 
at fourepence, pieces were coined and circulated to the 
amount of five pounds nominal value. By the first proclam- 
ation they were made current in all payments to and from 
the king and the subjects of the realm, except in duties 
on the importation of foreign goods, money left in trust, 
or due by mortgage, bills or bonds; and James promised that 
when the money should be decried, he would receive it in 
all payments, or make full satisfaction in gold and silver. 
The nominal value was afterwards raised by subsequent 
proclamations, the original restrictions removed, and this 
base money was ordered to be received in all kinds of 
payments. As brass and copper grew scarce, it was made of 
still viler metals, of tin and pewter, and old debts of 
one thousand pounds were discharged by pieces of vile metal, 
amounting to thirty shillings in intrinsic value.!#. 


# Leland's History of Ireland, vol. ive pe 265-6 


DISSERTATIONS 
by Thomas Paine 
Page h7 of the 1838 reprint: 


It was the issuing base coin, and establishing it 
as a tender, that was one of the principal means of finally 
overthrowing the power of the Stuart family in Ireland, 
The article is worth reciting as it bears such a resemblance 
to the progress practised on paper money. 


'Brass and copper of the basest kind, old'cannon, 
broken bells, household utensils were assiduously collected; 
and from every pound weight of such vile materials, valued 
at four-pence, pieces were coined and circulated to the 
amount of five pounds nominal value, By the first proclam- 
ation they were made current in all payments to and from 
the king and the subjects of the realm, except in duties 
on the importation of foreign goods, money left in trust, 
or due by mortgage, bills or bonds; and James promised that 
when the money should be decried, he would receive it in 
all payments, or make full satisfaction in gold and silver, 
The nominal value was afterwards raised by subsequent 
proclamations, the original restrictions removed, and this 
base money was ordered to be received in all kinds of 
payments. As brass and copper grew scarce, it was made of 
still viler metals, of tin and pewter, and old debts of 
one thousand pounds were discharged by pieces of vile metal, 
amounting to thirty shillings in intrinsic value.'# 


* Leland's History of Ireland, vol. ive pe 265. 
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As to what is alledged, that these Half-pence far exceed the 
like Coinage for Ireland in the Reigns of His Majesty's Predecessors: 
There cannot well be a more exceptionable Way of Arguing, although 
the fact were true; which, however, is altogether mistaken; not by 
any Fault in the Committee, but by the Fraud and Imposition of Wood, 
who certainly produced the worst Patterns he could finds; such.as 
were coined in small Numbers by Permissions to private Men, as Butchers 
Half-pence, Black-Dogs, and the like; or, perhaps, the small 
St. Patrick's Coin which passeth now for a Farthing; or at best, 
some of the smallest Raps of the latest Kind. For I have now by 
me some Half-pence coined in the Year 1680, by virtue of the Patent 
granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which was renewed by Knox; and they 
are heavier by a ninth Part than those of Wood, and in much better 
fetal: And the great St. Patrick's Half-penny is yet larger than 
either. 


by MB. Dregeey 


Jonathan Swift -- The Third Bsapier Letter,dated 8/25A72h entitled: 
, Some Obfervations upon a Paper, Call'd, The 
Report of the Committee of the Most Honourable 


the Privy-Council in England, Relating to Wood's 


Half-pence. (Qutb) 
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As to what is alledged, that these Half-pence far exceed the 
like Coinage for Ireland in the Keigns of His Majesty's Predecessors: 
There cannot well be a more exceptionable Way of Arguing, although 
the fact were trues which, however, is altogether mistaken; not by 
any Fault in the Committee, but by the Fraud and Imposition of Wood, 
whe certainly produced the worst Patterns he could find; such as 
were coined in small Numbers by Permissions to private Men, as Butchers 
- Halfepence, Dlack-Dogs, and the likes or, perhaps, the smaili 
St. Patrick's Goin which passeth now for a Farthing; or at best, 
some of the smallest Raps of the Latest Kind, For i have now by 
me sone Half-pence coined in the Year 1680, by virtue of the Fatent 
granted to my Lerd Dartmouth, which was renewed by “nox; and they 
are heavier by a ninth Part than those of Wood, and in much better 
Metals: And the great 5+, Patrick's Halfepenny is yet larger than 
either. 


Jonathan Swift -- The Third Drapier Letter dated 6/25472) entitled: 
Some Obfervations upon a Paper, Calil'td, The 
Lheport of the Gommittee of the Most lioncurable 


the Privy-Council in <ngland, Kelating to ¥oed's 
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ish Public Records Office Board of Trade Plantations General 
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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE COLONIAL HISTORY OF THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, Vol. VI, Newark, 1882, page 51. 


Letter from William Wood to the Lords of Trade, dated June 21, 
1738, at Whitehall, enclosing a proposal for improving the 
commerce of the plantations by a proper issue of paper and coin. 
He proposed crowns, half-crowns, shillings and sixpences in 
silver, guineas and half-guineas in gold and halfpence in copper 
to be coined with one-fourth part less value in metal than the 
royal English coinage and to have the word "America" stamped on 
each piece. That the money so coined shall be required to pass 
at no more nor less than its designated denomination. That it 
be used freely among all the colonies but should not be exported. 
That it shall not pass in England or Ireland. That no other coin 
shall pass in any payments in the British plantations. That no 
person shall be obliged to take any paper money after the coin 
is issued and that all British plantations in America shall use 
these coins for payments. 
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British Public Records Office Board of Trade Plantations General 
No. 10 N. Jl 


DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE COLONIAL HISTORY OF THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, Vol. VI, Newark, 1882, page 51. 


Letter from William Wood to the Lords of Trade, dated June 21, 
1738, at Whitehall, enclosing a proposal for improving the 
commerce of the plantations by a proper issue of paper and coin, 
He proposed crowns, half-crowns, shillings and sixpences in 
silver, guineas and half-guineas in gold and halfpenece in copper 
to be coined with one-fourth part less value in metal than the 
royal English coinage and to have the word "America" stamped on 
each piece. That the money so coined shall be required to pass 
at no more nor less than its designated denomination. That it 
be used freely among all the colonies but should not be exported. 
That it shall not pass in England or Ireland. That no other coin 
shall pass in any payments in the British plantations. That no 
person shall be obliged to take any paper money after the coin 
is issued and that all British plantations in America shall use 
these coins for payments. 


ax 


rae 


A DEFENCE OF THE CONDUCT OF THE PEOPLE OF 
IRELAND IN THEIR UNANIMOUS REFUSAL OF 
MR. WOOD'S COPPER-MONEY. 

Dublin, 172h 


Page 2 

tMr, Wood obtained a Patent for Coining Small Money 
for the English Plantations, in Pursuance of which he had the 
conscience to make Thirteen Shillings out of a Pound of Brass. 
This Money they rejected in a Manner not so decent as that of 
Ireland. But he has never called it Popular Fury, and we hear 
Nothing of the Patent it self. Our Traders suffered prodigiously, 
and for a long Time, by our former Coinage of Copper. For it is 
not here as it is in England, where if they be overstocked with 
Halfpence, it is only sending them to the English Plantations 
where they pass for Pence. Halfpence there are a good commodity. 
We had this trade once, which freed us from the Load of Copper 
Money which we laboured under. But that trade is now over, for 
our halfpence will not pass above their intrinsic value in the 
Plantations. Who then can blame our fraders for being unanimous 


in their Refusal of Mr.Wood's halfpence." 


St. Louis Public Library 


John Pickering 

A Vocabulary or Collection of Words and 
Phrases which have been supposed to be peculiar 
to the United States of America 


(Cambridge, Mass. 1816) 


COPPERS 

The common name in New England for British 
halfpence; which, until the coinage of our Cents, 
constituted the copper currency of this country: 
We used to say a copper's worth of any thing, as 
in England they would say a penny's worth. The 


name is already nearly obsolete. 


Bung or Bungstown not mentioned 


NEWPORT MERCURY Pe ihe es oe Mar.27, 1786 


4 large quantity of Counterfeit Copper Coin, manufac tured 
in this and the neighboring $4adb, has lately been in circue 
lation in this Commonwealth, but it is now generally refused 
a wbrenty by the trading part of the community; nearly one- 
half of the copper coin in bhis country for twenty or thirty 
years past hag been of ;: base kind manufactured at Birmingham 
in Englands however, it crept into circulation, and did, 
“antil the late addi tional quantity above-mentioned made its 
appearance, pess for the same value as those which are genuine. 
New York, Connecticut, and Vermont have authorized a 
person in each of those States to coin copper; numbers of 
them are now in circulations they are in general well made, 
and of good copper, those of New York in particular. Was 
& person authorised in this State for the same purpose it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made 


of base metal. 


Providence Gazette and Country Journal April 17, 178) 
Vol. XXI Wo. 1059 


PROVIDENCE April 17 


"Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of 
counterfeit British Halfpence have been brought here, and 
many of them passed in small sums. They are of base Metal, 
badly executed, and of Course easily detected ~ 
We are desired to mention that they are openly manufactured 


in a heighboring Town in the State of Massachusetts", 


h/26/1960 


NEWPORT MERCURY Jan. 19, 1786 


Boston, January 9 


i 


A new and promising Manufactory has lately beep" @stablished 
by Mons.-Gillet de Vallet, and Co, at Parker's Falls, New 
Hampshire, under the patronage of the Hone. Major-General ~ 
Sullivan, at whose house, we are informed, the Manufacturers 
now reside. They have made considerable progress, and are 
now selling large buttons of all colours, from 6 to 12 coppers 
per doze small ones in proportion; mohair of all colours, 
at 2 coppers per skein. Silk knee-garters of all colours, at 
10 coppers per pairs common do. 6 coppers; Hair-Buttons for 
hats, at 8 coppers per doz, fashionable loops for hats, 
at 3 coppers per yards; round do. at one copper per yard; 


while cord of different qualities and prices. * * * 
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i th American ift y Dollar pur eacy 18 3525 sega 155. 











































_ NOTES AND ‘QUERIES. 


_Woon's: Hat PPENCE. 








Pe coining copper money for eae which ted) to » Swift? s cele eesti eet Later there was” 
ve ‘power given to coin. halfpence,. pence, and twopence for His Majesty’s plantations © 
. Americ. In the Frecholders Fournal for January: 23, 1723, it is stated that he began the 
-- eoinage for Ireland on Monday, the 21st inst., “‘in a building erected for that purpose ine: 

Phoenix Street, near the Seven Dials ; and that in about a month’s time he will commence. to sy 
coin copper money for America at Bristol ; which will be made of a beautiful compound metal; rg 
~ his Majesty’s head and the inscription Georgius Rex being on the one side; on the. reverse. a 

_ Rose, with this motto, Rosa Americana utile dulce.” 
The fate of the coinage for Treland i is well known ; what was the tate of that intended fs i 
. Miacian | vie 3a 

; Wood's ‘Holisnee: 1723 (6th S. XU. ee Presumably the patent for the American Coinage a 

Ar ES withdrawn simultaneously with that of Ireland. The coins are scarce, in addition to which - 
ee, seotnrts aeons that a this, money was ee in a manner not so decent as that of Ireland.” AL ah 

































oa COINS OF PROBUS. eS teas 
Tn HE viieeok of Aust has purchased for his own museum the: atesisbone caleba 


ie 


; and medals of the Emperor Probus, which pene to. the late Dr. Meage ms ae pbs ni 
by far. fhe oe complete i Mat Tein. 
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[ Del Mars ‘valuab: ble Wer on ‘Chace Money, tie are. 

of 1 Fournal, the following newspaper clipping is of i terest 
knote ably in existence in Pepe is one hepa in the Asiatic Museors 

ae Unweyeue the. year 12 ; 

¢ proved by Chinese chroni 

1 ; the n: me of | CAyi ying ays "The banknote sr aneake at ra Pe 





npérial | Nabe date and number-of issue, signature of a 

ne "punishments ‘inflicted for forgery of notes. This relic of foot 
ly y writ ten, for printing from wooden talileta, is said to have been 
60 of the Christian era. 


BY, (5 MEMAL QUERY! © 23% 5) Pie eee: Gr us 
3 $ Wiese | is’ “the: paras of fas medal: —Obverse, Hen and Bidkcie “Legend, ai ALIT ET 
: pro’ TEGIT, and the letters F.F. Rey. A river with boats anda bridge, ‘spires of a town, ‘moun-. 
oes with sun rising above them ; also the letters es Silver, Size 28. ©. J. D. BUTLER. | ee 
-»  We-do not know this piece, bu will exercise a Yankee privilege and. offer two guesses 
“rom which our correspondent can. select, or reject both as he pleases.- rst. Merzdorf mentions 
p. 113, No. 3, a Russian Masonic | Medal, struck about 1780, (described also by Marvin No, 529), _ 
“bearing among: other devices a shield. with le ters F. F. for. Frederic Freese, who was we believe. 
a Swedish Count who rendered some services. to the Order in ‘St. Petersburg. | “The device of a 
1 on a Masonic face ‘Struck in ‘Angers, France, 1811. We do 
attribute much weight this theory, but rather suspect it may ‘refer to Frederic Froebel, the 5. 
inventor of the Kindergarten System of instruction, sometimes called “Mother play” * by: German 
‘writers, to which the device on the» obverse ‘perhaps alludes; his” theory was” published al 
aes we should then, call the reverse the city of Rudolstadt, his native place, on the S; 
hat point by “a: har dsome- stone bridge; the city is mupiled, ou has a Soe ‘ 
vhile. ees are the satel moun tars, ples _ CAXTC 
THE: Ji apanese Government. is 0 
cha e been sent <a mir 
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PENNSY JOURNAL & THE WEEKLY ADVERTISER 
July 29, 1789 


(Copy of N.Y¥.Common Council 48 to a shilling order of July 21,1789) 


July 20, 1789 N.Y. 

"A correspondent observes that the confusion, and consequent 
distress occasioned by the sudden stoppage to the circulation 
of copper coin, are subjects that call for the immediate attention 
of authority; The poorer class of citizens are particularly 
affected by this circumstance, many of whom had their little all 
invested in this most uncertain of all human possessions - a 
fluctuating medium: Many of the retail shops are shut: The cries 
are suspended in the streets, and it is with difficulty the poor 
can purchase bread of the bakers, or vegetables in the market: This 
evil hes been long forseen, and yet the base trumpery called coppers 
(greatly inferior to Wood's infamous brass money) has been poaring 
in upon us like a flood for many months past: Many of the merchants 
and shop keepers, it is said, have large sums by them of this coin, 


by which they will be great sufferers. 


PENNSY JOURNAL & THE WEEKLY ADVERTISER July 29, 1789 
Phila. July 29 
Great quantities of trumpery, called COPPERS, are daily brought 
into this city from sundry places: In New York they are refused at 
45 for a shilling: and, we are told, do actually pass at 55 and 60 - 
this may shew the estimation in which they are held there, and guard 


the people here from an imposition which may prove most injurious. 


6/8/59 
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Sale Catalogue of Leonard & Co. hS Tremont St.Boston 
April 16, 1861 


From the Cabinet of Alfred 5. Robinson, the Great Numismatist 


#905 Rosa Americana, 1733, “Utile Dulci", crown and 
full blown flowers with head of King George II, very fine, 
silver, 10 struck. Charles J. Bushnell, Esq., of N.York, 
paid $35 for an original of this piece in England, which 


was lost on the steamer Artic. 
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The Coin Collector’s Journal 


So Virginians spoke of a pound sterling as being different in Virginia because if a 
Virginia planter desired te have one pound sterling to his credit in London, it would 
cost him a quantity of tobacco worth one and one-third pounds in Virginia. This was 
due to the expense and grave dangers involved in shipping tobacco to England. The 
difference in exchange led to specifications in Virginia contracts that payment be made 
either in “‘sterling” or in “currency,” the latter being worth only two-thirds of the 
former. Also, the overproduction of tobacco greatly lowered the value of such money 
and thus impaired contracts. Although the use of tobacco as money declined in later 
years, it was employed in Maryland as late as 1750 to satisfy more debts than any 
other medium of exchange. To commemorate the importance of tobacco, some of the 
colonies reproduced a leaf of it on their paper currency. 

Obviously the kinds of money just considered had numerous disadvantages, the 
greatest of which were its fluctuation in value, difculty in transportation, and incon- 
venience in making change. Corn, for example, was worth 10 shillings a bushel in 
1631, 2 shillings in 1672, 20 shillings in 1747, 2 shillings in 1751, and 100 shillings at 
the beginning of the Revolutionary War. This fluctuation in commodity prices was 
due almost entirely to the constant changing value of both paper and metallic money. 
So pressing was the need for specie in Massachusetts in consequence of King Phillip’s 
War that in 1765 the authorities offered to reduce taxes payable in grain 25 percent to 
all who made payment in coin. Storehouses were built in some of the colonies where 
tax collectors deposited the public property paid as taxes and naturally great difficulty 
was experienced in storing some of the commodities received. The confusion in 
attempting to make change may be easily imagined. 

The early monetary situation is vividly portrayed in a letter written by Samuel 
Davis in 1701 to the Lords of the Treasury in which he said: ““The least piece of Money 
Comonly Current in the Islands and Colonys upon the Continent of America is 
Sevenpense halfe penny, being an 8t part of a piece of Eight, which puts ye In- 
habitants to ye necessity of Carring Sugar and Tobacco upon their Backs to barter 
for little Comon Necessarys. 

“This Inconveniency cannot be remedyed by Sending such farthings and half 
pence as are used in England. because they will be picked up and sent back for Re- 
turns, Especially from the Continent, where Returns of goods often fall Short, and 
20 p cent will be got by sending back such farthings and half pence, the value of 
English money being so much more than the value of American Money upon the 
Centinent.* 

Commodity currency did not receive official sanction in the eighteenth century 
as it had in the seventeenth. Most of the statutes making tobacco, pelts, powder, shot, 
cattle, and grain legal tender were repealed and these items were not accepted in pay- 
ment of taxes except in the frontier regions where shortage of money still prevailed. 
In such areas commodities were used as money to some extent until after the Revo- 
lutionary War. - 

In our own recent depression citizens reverted, to some extent, to the money of 
this earlier civilization. Numerous college students again paid their tuition in farm 
produce and unemployed laborers, as well as financially embarrassed professional men, 
were glad to exchange their services for food or clothing, 


ENGLISH COINS--GENERALLY 


England did nothing to supply the provinces with gold and silver coins and, as 
shown later, did but little to furnish them with copper coins. The scarcity of metallic 
money was primarily due to the fact that the balance of trade, greatly in England’s 


3 Crosby, p. 140. 
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Mint, testified to the ability of James to “make medals, and that he was de- 
serving of the King’s favor.” On their report, his salary for six months was 
ordered to be paid. 
We find John was still surviving in November, 1700, when he petitioned 
for the arrears of his salary, unpaid for two years and a half, giving as the 
cause of his disability his “extraordinary service as engraver to the Mint, 
especially upon the alteration of the coin; he had no estate or employment 
to support his wife and children and seven small grandchildren and their 
-mother, their father being dead.” A long statement of the original arrange- 
ment was filed with the petition; in which it is observed that King Charles I] 
had given them the place, from his “ long experience of their great skill and 
‘knowledge in the arts of graving and cutting in stone, as also in diverse 
other arts, and for that they have at our instance and desire quitted their 
‘native countryes and are willing to settle themselves in this our kingdom, 
and to imploy their whole time in the said arts for our service.” T hey were 
“to make, frame, and engrave the designs and effigies of the wit s image on 
such sizes and forms as were to serve in all sorts of coins, gold or silver, 
together with all medals of all sorts and metals, representing the King’s and 
his dear consort’s effigies, etc.” The document is a long one, covering nine 
pages, and seems to have closed the trouble for some time to come, if not 
indefinitely, for I have found no further references to the matter. Nothing 
to show when the elder John died, or his sons left the British Mint, has come 
to my notice. 

John Roettiers had a brother Philip, who shared the family talent, and 
had charge of the coinage of Flanders; he left a son Philip to succeed him in 
office, who died at Antwerp in 1732. It would be difficult, I think, to find a 
parallel to this tribe of die-cutters. C. 


‘EARLY ENGLISH ATTEMPTS TO PROVIDE A MINOR COINAGE 
FOR AMERICA. 


THERE are on record references to two attempts to obtain the right to 
coin money for the British Colonies in America, which, though unsuccessful, 
seem to belong to the history of American coinage, and I send them for 
insertion in the Yournal, if desired. I think that they have not heretofore 
been noticed. About the 14th of May, 1701, Thomas, Lord Fairfax, and 
William Russell, Esq., in view of the fact that certain grants ‘in being” were 
about to expire, prayed to be empowered to coin copper coin for Ireland, the 
Plantations, and the Colonies, to begin when the grants referred to had ter- 
minated. So far as the coinage for Ireland was concerned, the petitioners 
were ready to wait until the Earl of Rochester arrived, the reason for which 
does not appear, but they were especially anxious to have the privilege of 
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providing coins for the Colonies conferred upon them at once. The Lords 
of the Treasury declined to grant their request. From his name, it seems 
probable that Lord Fairfax was the son of the lord of that name who was 
active against Charles 1, and perhaps the father of the Virginia Lord Fairfax, 

About six weeks later (9 July, 1701), the officers of the British Mint 
made a report on a proposition of Samuel Davis, for coining small money 
in the American Plantations, which were represented to be in great need of 
such pieces ; this coinage should be, as near as might be, of the intrinsi¢ 
value which the metal bore in the several Plantations, the small money to be 
of coarse copper, such as English half-pence were made of, that there might 
be less temptation to counterfeit them, and that the pieces should have dif- 
ferent marks on them, to prevent their coming back to England. In the 
proposal, it was stated that 


“ The least piece of [silver] money commonly current in the islands and colonys upon 
the continent of America is seven pence halfe penny, vizt, an eighth part of a piece of eight, 
which puts y¢ inhabitants to y® necessity of carrying sugar and tobacco upon their backs to 
be bartered for little common necessarys. This inconveniency cannot be remedyed by sending 
such farthings and half pence as are used in England, because they will be picked up and sent 
back for returns, especially from the continent, where returns of goods often fall short; and 
30/4. per cent. will be got by sending back such farthings and half pence, the value of Eng- 
lish money being so much more than the value of American mdney upon the continent. 

“The proper remedy is to coin halfe pence and pence of copper, or a mixt metall, and 
of half the value [of which] the English small money’is made, with several mottoes or devices 
for y* severall colonys, and to order them to pass only in the respective colonys for which they 
shall be appointed, viz: one sort for all the colonys upon the continent, another sort for the 
island of Barbadoes, a third sort for Jamaica, and a fourth sort for all the Leeward Islands.’” 


The ‘“‘inwardness” of this petition of Davis is evident. Instead of per- 
mitting the provincials to make 30 fer cent. profit (which would have been, 
after all, but a profit on paper) by using the coins of their mother country to 
pay their debts—a right which they certainly did not forfeit by facing the 


‘perils of the ocean and the wilderness to increase her power and enlarge her 


realm — this individual proposed to force upon them a currency which they 
could not use except at an enormous loss in paying their bills, but on which 
the manufacturers would double their money, less whatever they had to pay 
for the privilege of robbery. If the plan had prevailed, the colonists would 
perforce have become buyers of foreign products at the highest rates, and 
sellers of their own, at whatever the buyer chose to pay; or else commerce 
would have been destroyed. The mother country was determined there 
should be no “open door,” and the plan thus outlined by Davis was but one 
of the early schemes which finally brought on the Revolution. Some refer-— 
ences to Davis which we have found, tend to show that he was a man of un- 
scrupulous character, bent on acquiring wealth with but little regard for che 
means by which his ends might be gained. His petition was refused, — cae 
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‘Mint, testified to the ability of James to | ake medals, and that he was de- 
_ serving of the King’s favor.” On their repert his salary for six months was 
' ordered to be paid. 

We find John was still surviving in Newer er, 1700, when he petitioned 
for the arrears of his salary, unpaid tor oes years and a half, giving as the 
cause of his disability his “extraordinary, vervee as engraver to the Mint, 
especially upon the alteration of the «x © ‘ad no estate or employment 
to support his wife and children and sewes mall grandchildren and their 
mother, their father being dead.” A long statement of the original arrange- 
ment was filed with the petition, in which it 1s ofwerved that King Charles II 
had given them the place, from his “ long experience of their great skill and 
knowledge in the arts of graving and cutting in stone, as also in diverse 
other arts, and for that they have at our instance and desire quitted their 
native countryes and are willing to settle themselves in this our kingdom, 
and to imploy their whole time in the said arts for our service.” They were 
“to make, frame, and engrave the designs and effigies of the King’s image on 
such sizes and forms as were to serve in all sorts of coins, gold or silver, 
together with all medals of all sorts and metals, representing the King’s and 
his dear consort’s effigies, etc.” The document is a long one, covering nine 
pages, and seems to have closed the trouble for some time to come, if not 
indefinitely, for | have found no further references to the matter. Nothing 
to show when the elder John died. or his sons left the British Mint, has come 
to my notice. 

John Roettiers had » es, lip who shared the family talent, and 





had charge of the coinage «¢ Plan ~ vef a son Philip to succeed him in 
office, who died at Antwerp » » «cc be difficult, I think, to find a 
parallel to this tribe of dee cutters os 


EARLY ENGLISH ATTEMPTS TO PROVIDE A MINOR COINAGE 
FOR AMERICA. 


THERE are on record references to two attempts to obtain the right to 
coin money for the British Colonies in America, which, though unsuccessful, 
seem to belong to the history of American coinage, and I send them for 
insertion in the Fourna/, if desired. | think that they have not heretofore 


been noticed. About the :gth of May «701. Thomas, Lord Fairfax, and 
William Russell, Esq., in view of the fact ths: . ertain grants “in being” were 
about to expire, prayed to be empowered te cut ‘per coin for Ireland, the 
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providing coins for the Colonies conferred upon them at once. The Lords 
of the Treasury declined to grant their request. From his name, it seemis 
probable that Lord Fairfax was the son of the lord of that name who was 
active against Charles I, and perhaps the father of the Virginia Lord Fairfax, 

About six weeks later (9 July, 1701), the officers of the British Mint 
made a report on a proposition of Samuel Davis, for coining small money 
in the American Plantations, which were represented to be in great need of 
such pieces; this coinage should be, as near as might be, of the intrinsic 
value which the metal bore in the several Plantations, the small money to be 
of coarse copper, such as English half-pence were made of, that there might 
be less temptation to counterfeit them, and that the pieces should have dif- 
ferent marks on them, to prevent their coming back to England. In the 
proposal, it was stated that 


“The least piece of [silver] money commonly current in the islands and colonys upon 
the continent of America is seven pence halfe penny, vizt, an eighth part of a piece of eight, 
which puts y¢ inhabitants to y® necessity of carrying sugar and tobacco upon their backs to 
be bartered for little common necessarys. ‘This inconveniency cannot be remedyed by sending 
such farthings and half pence as are used in England, because they will be picked up and sent 
back for returns, especially from the continent, where returns of goods often fall short; and 
30/%. per cent. will be got by sending back such farthings and half pence, the value of Eng- 
lish money being so much more than the value of American money upon the continent. 

“The proper remedy is to coin halfe pence and pence of copper, or a mixt metall, and 
of half the value [of which] the English small money is made, with several mottoes or devices 
for y® severall colonys, and to order them to pass only in the respective colonys for which they 
shall be appointed, viz: one sort for all the colonys upon the continent, another sort for the 
island of Barbadoes, a third sort for Jamaica, and a fourth sort for all the Leeward Islands.’’ 


The “inwardness” of this petition of Davis is evident. Instead of per- 
mitting the provincials to make 30 fer cent. profit (which would have been, 
after all, but a profit on paper) by using the coins of their mother country to 
pay their debts—a right which they certainly did not forfeit by facing the 
perils of the ocean and the wilderness to increase her power and enlarge her 
realm — this individual proposed to force upon them a currency which they 
could not use except at an enormous loss in paying their bills, but on which 
the manufacturers would double their money, less whatever they had to pay 
for the privilege of robbery. If the plan had prevailed, the colonists would 
perforce have become buyers of foreign products at the highest rates, and 
sellers of their own, at whatever the buyer chose to pay; or else commerce 
would have been destroyed. The mother country was determined there 
should be no “open door,” and the plan thus outlined by Davis was but one 
of the early schemes which finally brought on the Revolution. Some refer- 
ences to Davis which we have found, tend to show that he was a man of un- 
scrupulous character, bent on acquiring wealth with but little regard for the 
means by which his ends might be gained. His petition was refused. Rk. 
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The Early Coinage of America 


against whom Swift penned his celebrated Drapier’s 
letters. 

On July 12th, 1722, Wood obtained a patent to 
strike coins for the North American Colonies for a 
period of fourteen years. ‘The amount to be issued 
was not to exceed 300 tons, of which 200 tons were 
to be coined during the first four and not more than 
ten tons per annum during the last ten years. For 
this right of coinage Wood was to pay a rent to the 
Crown of £100 and to the clerk comptroller £4200 
per annum. The material for the striking of these 
coins was a mixture called Bath metal, the composi- 
tion of which was as follows :— 


Silver 1 dwt. 
Spelter 4 ozs. 19 dwts. 
Brass 15 ozs. 


Sixteen ounces of this were to be coined into 
either thirty twopenny pieces, sixty pence, or one 
hundred and twenty halfpence. 

These coins for America are best known as ‘ Rosa 
Americanas,” and were issued during the years 
1722-1724; the dies of which were engraved by the 
following :—Mr. Harold, Mr. Lammas, and Mr. 
Standbroke. 

Some of the dies for the American coinage were 
taken to New York by Mr. Winthorpe when he 
emigrated from England. 

These coins were struck at the French Change, 
Hogg Lane, Seven Dials, and also at Bristol, the 
blanks for which were heated before being struck by 
the die, and this circumstance may account for the 
numerous examples which appear blistered as though 
by the action of fire. Possibly the unusual composition 
of which these coins were made accounts for the 
few examples which come down to us in fine condi- 
tion, the softness of metal being unable to withstand 
the effects of time and circulation. 

The difficulty of passing this issue is shown by the 
following letter, addressed to the Governor of New 
Hampshire, and dated October 29th, 1725. 


WHITEHALL, 29th Oct., 1725. 
S° SIR, 

His Majesty having been pleased to grant to Mr. William 
Wood his Letters Patents for the Coyning of Halfpence, 
Pence and Two Pences of the Value of Money of Great 
Britain for the use of His Majesty’s Dominions in America, 
which said Coyn is to receive such additional Value 
as shall be reasonable and agreeable to the customary 
allowance of Exchange in the several parts of those His 
Majesty’s Dominions, as you will see more at large by a 
Copy of the Patent which will be laid before you by the 
person, that delivers this Letter to you; I am to signify to 
you His Majesty’s pleasure, that, in pursuance of a Clause 
in the said Patent by which all His Majesty’s Officers are to 
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Hy 
be aiding and assisting to Mr Wood in the due Execution of 
what is therein directed and in the legal Exercise of the 
several Powers and Enjoyment of the Priveleges and 
Advantages thereby granted to him, you give him all due En- 
couragement and Assistance, and that you and all such other 
of His Majty’s Officers there, whom it may concern, do readily 
perform all legal Acts, that may be requisite for that purpose ; 
This I am particularly to recommend to your Care; and to 
desire your Protection to Mr Wood and to those he shall 
employ to transact this affair in the Provinces under your 
Government. 
I am, Sir, 
Your most humble Servant, 
HOLLES NEWCASTLE. 
‘* Governor of the Massachusetts Bay 
and New Hampshire ” 


On January 14th, 1723, notice 
appears in Zhe London Fost, “William Wood, of 
Wolverhampton, Esq., having a patent for fourteen 
years, for coining farthings and halfpence for Ireland, 
and halfpence, pence and twopences for all His 
Majesty’s dominions in America, hath erected a 
building in Phoenix Street, Brown’s Gardens, near the 
Seven Dials, for the American coinage.” 

On January 18th appeared in the same paper this 
further information: ‘‘In about a week’s time Wood 
will begin to coin at Bristol pieces for America, 
which will be made of a beautiful compound metal.” 

Wood selected Bristol as his place of mintage 
owing to the fact that at that time, 1723, Bristol was 
the centre of the English brass trade and possessed 
the largest copper smelting works in the kingdom. 

William Wood died in London, August znd, 1730. 
He was married to Mary Molyneaux, of Witton 
Hall, Staffordshire. 

Twopence, undated. 
MAG : BRI : FRA : ET : 
of King to right. 

Reyv., large seeded rose, above which is . 
AMERICANA . and beneath . UTILE . DULCI . 
160 grains. 


the following 


Oby:; .GEORGIVS. DR : &: 
HIB : REX. Laureate head 
ROSA . 


Weight, 


This piece was followed by a very similar coin 
of better execution, in the words UTILE 
DULCI occur on the label. 

Twopence, undated. 


which 


OBy:, .CEORGIVS |, D&G + 


MAG : BRI : FRA : ET . HIB : REX. Laureate head 
of King to right. 
Rev., seeded rose, above which is ROSA. 


AMERICANA, and beneath UTILE . DULCI on a label. 
Weight, 244 grains. 

Following this would be struck a penny bearing the 
date 1722, in which the use of V’s in place of U’s, 
both on obverse and reverse, appears to have been 
issued before the other coins of the same year. 

Penny, 1722. Obv., GEORGIVs . 
Laureate head of King to right. 


DEI . GRATIA . REX. 
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Bank of New York hoard also. ($13.50) 
The Bank of New York hoard, discovered almost a century ago, consisted of a keg full of 
Fugio coppers which had remained there since the time of mintage, 1787-88. It was the 
source of all the Uncirculated Fugios now known other than the New Haven restrikes. The 
cet printed reference to it seems to have been in W. C. Prime’s ‘’Coins, Medals, and 
edis. 

Similar. The famous and rare type with eight-pointed stars separating STATES 
UNITED. Newman 15-Y. Just about Very Fine; the obverse bold. A medium 
brown, clean piece, showing hardly any evidence of handling. As such, a 
trifle better than the Crosby Plate coin; about equal to the specimen illustrated 
by Newman. Shattered dies. Rarely seen better than Good, or with both stars 
visible. The finest we have handled or remember seeing. ($35.00) 

Similar, Cinquefoils; STATES UNITED. Newman 18-U. Extremely Fine or better; 
a lustrous medium brown with dull steel patina. Somewhat sharper than the 
Newman Plate coins; in fact, the finest of this Rarity 6 variety we have 
encountered. Almost never seen above VG. ($45.00) 

Duplicate. VG to Fine, the obverse sharp. A few pit-like planchet defects; some- 
what mishandled, mostly about the edge and rims. Generally found worse 
worn, Really very rare, and potentially worth more than our estimate, as 
interest in Fugio varieties increases. ($12.50) 
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VOCE POPULI Haifpence. 1760. Error VOOE; slight variant of Nelson 3. Type 
1. About Very Fine, somewhat rough as made. This same specimen illustrated 
in the Standard Catalogue, p. 33. A popular and rather hard to locate coin. 
Ex Brand coll. ($17.50) 


Flat ibe benefit of collectors without access to the Nelson publication, we list the varieties 
e knew. 
|. The VOOE. Two minor rev. vars. N-3, 3a; Pl. V, 11. Also cast (N-3b). Ill. Std. Cat 
Il. Cross after VOCE. eHIBER NiIAe N-4b. 
Ill. Same obyv. Inverted N in HIBERNIA, 2 crosslets after. N-4; Pl. VI, 2. Also cast 
(N-4a). Ill. Std. Cat. 
IV. Young bust, rosette after VOCE. Rev. as last. N-1; Pl. 1. RRR. 
V. Older bust, rosette after VOCE. Same rev. N-5. 
Vl. Same obv. Normal N in HIBERNIA, 2 crosslets after. Cast. N-2; Pl. 
Vil. Similar obv. Rev. 9 strings to harp (all preceding and next have 8). ‘ee. 
Vill. Older bust, crosslet after VOCE. *HIBE RNIAs» caren fier cast. N-6; Pl. V, 10. RR. 
IX. Similar oby., rosette Beer VOCE. Rev. similar to last; 7 strings to harp. Several 
slight vars. N-8, 9; Pl. V, 13. 
X. Similar obv. Rev. 2 rosettes after HIBERNIA; 6 strings to harp. N- dir He Mi; SaiRRR. 
X!. P under bust; periods before and after VOCE. H recut. N- Le ls 
XII. Similar; P farther I1., double-cut. N-1la. RR; see lot 798, our Forty ighth sale. 
Ill. Guidebook. 
XIIl. P before face. Rev. similar to type X above. N-12; Pl. VI, 5. 
Other varieties exist, most of them minor. However, friend Dick Picker recently discovered 
G specimen bearing ‘the date “1700, which suggests that other types might appear. We 
have heard of one with P on the reverse, but have not seen it. 
CHA UNAarEaAct lanAann: one fim eroace: matter VOCE #wn mttaer EINIREDRILA “(icwhi-k 
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Obverse: Similar to that of the larger-sized piece o 
Coinage. Upon some specimens a bird appears, someti 
com panied by three circles, all placed beneath the 
kings | 
Reverse : St. Patrick, his right hand ou 
ing serpents*and reptiles, shown upon th 
hand he carrié8.a double or metropot 
treme right is a ¢hurch. Legend 
SSR ie eae on differentdies. Edges, either milled or 

a “* . : 

p - Silver and Copper» ze, 16; weight, silver piece, 98 
to 144 grains—the. copper"piéce, 98 grains, = 

The extreme irregu ity of the'silver pieces of this coinage 
epee ese the idea that they could hardly have been coined for 
circulation as ey, but rather struck“for preservati 
medals. The’co j at lek 
: : >pper coins were more regtilar, and better 
* apted fop/ase as currency, for which they were é oyed in 
as Jcpsey from 1681 indefinitely afterwards, the coina 
New Jersey, for its own use, not being established for mo 
than a century from that time. . 
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retched, banish- 
fround. Jn his left 
itan cross; at the ex- 
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PROPOSALS FOR COLONIAL COINAGES. 


ee the various plans and contrivances for a 
one Le currency, the scarcity of small coin which inconve 
enced the primitive settlers continued 
a . é tinued, and was a very great 
aa to minor business about. the beginning ‘of the 
aoe ee century. As early as July 5th, 1700, Toby Fy- 
: c : ai ser the British Board of Trade, a scheme for the 
rec . . J : 

con of a mint at some point in the English plantation 

upon the continent of America | 
t] 

ra ae of the Board of Trade, but another was proposed 
- y ; Ne to the Lords of the Treasury, by J Stanley ie 
x Saar al bd 7 ; the 
Se Jn. Ellis, who suggested the coinage in Nngland 
ae Sak uy ee s Copper, or a Mixed Metall, and 

alle ye value the English Small Money is made? 

2. é >y 1s made,” a speci 
issue to be struck for each of “Ye Severall Colonys 4 pane 
. g 


This plan failed to secure - 
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submitted to the officers of the mint, this scheme was not fully 
approved, and no action was taken to carry it into effect. 
About the year 1715, a project was discussed for organizing 
and establishing “a private Bank in New England,” but this 
was presently abandoned. . 
On July 14, 1748, Alexander Cuming, Bart., suggested that 
a coinage of £200,000 sterling should be struck in the Tower 
of London, to serve as the basis of a Provincial Bank for all 
the British Plantations of America, to be a bank of issue, re- 
deeming its bills, on demand, in gold and silver, the said bills 
to be made current in all the colonies to the abolishment of 
local issues of inferior value like those of New England and 
Carolina, then sometime in use. This suggestion was regarded 
as chimerical, being, perhaps, too honest and business-like, to 
suit the grasping policy generally followed toward America by 
the Lords of the British Treasury. 
In 1754, Arthur Dobbs, Esq., then Governor of North 
Carolina, asked official approval for a coinage of copper 
money fur that colony, the picces coined to be of the value of 
two-pence, one penny, and an half penny Carolina currency, 
which was one-fourth less value by denomination than the 
British standard. The amount of this coinage was to be lim- 
ited to fifty tons weight. Upon reference of this matter to 
the officers of the mint, such a coinage was planned, to consist 
one-fourth of two-pence, one-fourth of pennies, and one-half 
of half-pence—the half-pence were to be of such a size, that 
sixty-one of them should weigh one pound avoirdupois, the 
other pieces being made in proportion. The copper being de- 
livered to the mint free of cost, was to be minted as described, 
at the usual rate of five pence per pound, with an allowance 
for necessary waste of one part in forty-five, or less, as should 


_ be found actual in practice. The obverse of these coins were 


to bear the king’s effigies, and the legend GEORGIUS IJ. 
REX, and on the reverse the arms of North Carolina inscribed 
SEPT, CAROLINA, and in Exergue beneath the date of the 
coinage. 
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